  Achievement Gap Oversight and Accountability Committee - New Tasks

Note:  As a result of new legislation passed during the 2010 legislative session, several new tasks are now associated with the Achievement Gap Oversight and Accountability Committee (AGOAC).  Below are summaries of those tasks.  Please refer to the actual bills for the complete texts.
SHB 2776 – Regarding funding distribution formulas for K-12 education.
1.
The AGOAC is tasked with selecting and appointing one non-legislative member to the QEC.   This is addressed in Section 15 (3) (d).
2.
The QEC is directed to submit a report to the Governor and the Legislature by December 1, 2010 that includes recommendations for specific  strategies, programs, and funding, including funding allocations through the funding distribution formula in RCW 28A.150.260, that are designed to close the achievement gap and increase the high school graduation rate . . . The council shall consult with the AGOAC and the Building Bridges Work Group in developing its recommendations.  This is addressed in Section 15 (6) (a).

The OSPI lead contact for this bill is Shawn Lewis. shawn.lewis@k12.us.wa (725-6292). Others from the fiscal staff are also part of the implementation team. 

ESSB 6403- Regarding accountability and support for vulnerable students and dropouts.  

1.
OSPI is already charged with configuring a state-level Building Bridges Work Group.  The language in Section 4 of this bill reconfigures the work group.  The work group now needs to include a representative from the AGOAC.  

The OSPI lead contact for this bill is Dan Newell.   dan.newell@k12.us.wa (725-4954)
ESSB 6444 – Making 2010 operating supplemental appropriations.

1.
Section 501 (1) (c ) addresses a new STEM Working Group.  Specifically, this proviso addresses the composition of the working group.  The language states that “at least one representative” from the AGOAC  shall be part of this group.   Other entities are also identified for inclusion in this new STEM Working Group. 

The OSPI lead contact for this proviso is Dennis Milliken. Dennis.milliken@k12.ua.wa (725-4467).
E2SSB 6696 – Education Reform.
1.
The AGOAC is addressed in Section 111 (3).  This section falls under “Part I -  Accountability Framework.” 

The SBE is tasked with ongoing collaboration with the Achievement Gap Oversight and Accountability Committee (AGOAC) regarding measures used to measure the closing of the achievement gaps and the recognition provided to the school districts for closing the achievement gaps.  [Currently, OSPI (CISL) is tasked with staffing the AGOAC; therefore, it is duly noted.  Through CISL’s facilitation, this collaboration should be monitored.
2.  
The AGOAC is addressed in Section 702 (2).  This section falls under “Part VII - Parents and Community.”
(1)
Beginning in the 2010-11 school year, each school is required to conduct outreach and seek feedback from a broad and diverse range of parents, other individuals, and organizations in the community regarding their experiences with the school.  The school will need to summarize the responses in its annual report under RCW 28A.655.110.

(2)
OSPI “shall create a working group with representatives of organizations representing parents, teachers, and principals as well as diverse communities.  The working group shall also include a representative from the Achievement Gap Oversight and Accountability Committee.  By September 1, 2010, the working group shall develop model feedback tools and strategies that school districts may use to facilitate the feedback process required in subsection (1) of this section. The model tools and strategies are intended to provide assistance to school districts.  School districts are encouraged to adapt the models or develop unique tools and strategies that best fit the circumstances in their communities.”
3.
The AGOAC is addressed in Section 901(8).  This section falls under “Part IX – Closing the Achievement Gap.”
1.
The SPI, SBE, PESB, and QEC are tasked with working collaboratively with the Achievement Gap Oversight and Accountability Committee to close the achievement gap.


The OSPI lead for this bill is Alan Burke.  alan.burke@k12.wa.us  (725-6343).
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